2010 MEDIA RELEASES

POLICE ISSUE SNOWMOBILE WARNING FOR THE NEW SEASON
December 1st, 2010

With the early winter season upon us many snowmobile users anticipate getting out on their machines.  Morden Police would like to remind riders of their obligations operating snowmobiles within the Town of Morden limits.
The general intent of the By Law is to allow the operator to drive their machine out of town by the most direct route to access the trail system from their property  The by law does not allow for the operation of all terrain vehicles (ATV’s).  The by law does not allow for the snowmobile to be used as alternate transportation within the town of Morden. Most residents are allowed to leave town via the shortest route from their residence.   If you live near Stephen Street business district or along Thornhill you will have to find alternate arrangements such as a trailer or truck to get your machine out of town.  The by law prohibits snowmobiles being operated between 3rd street and 12th street business district along Stephen Street.  No where along Thornhill can snowmobiles be operated.
Currently the by law only allows for snowmobiles to be driven to Morden Esso from the east end of Morden.  To access the business you must enter from the east end of Morden only.    Snowmobiles may not be driven on any sidewalk.  They can not be driven in any park or school yard.   Riders are reminded you must travel the same direction as traffic in single file as close to the curb as possible.  Maximum speed is 25 kilometers per hour anywhere in the Town including ditches such as South Railway and North Railway.  You must obey all traffic control devices such as stop signs.  Before crossing any uncontrolled roadway you must stop prior to crossing the roadway.  Crossing a roadway must be done at an intersection or driveway.
Other offences such as no registration, or no helmets are covered under the Off Road Vehicles Act.  Failing to stop for a police officer on demand is a Criminal Code Offence and carries heavy penalties as well as may affect your regular drivers licence.  Snowmobiles may not be operated within the Town of Morden between midnight and 7am when being operated within 30 meters of a house.  Persons under the age of 14 may only operate a snowmobile when under the direct supervision of an adult and permission of the parent.  Persons not holding a valid driver’s licence may not operate a snowmobile on or across any roadway. Penalties under the Off Road Vehicles Act start at $111 and go up from there depending on the offence.
Anyone that has questions about the bylaw or Off Road Vehicle act may call their local police service for clarification.  You may also refer to the Town of Morden website for the snowmobile by law or Province of Manitoba for the Off Road Vehicle Act regulation.
MORDEN POLICE SERVICE K-9 UNIT RECEIVES DONATION
November 24th, 2010
The Morden Police Service is pleased to announce a generous donation to the recently formed K-9 Unit. MPS would like to extend its appreciation to the late Shirley Clay of Winnipeg for her donation to the unit. 
This is the fourth donation that the K-9 Unit has received to date. The unit is appreciative of donations received from the community, to help with the various costs and expenses incurred with the development of a new K-9 Unit in Morden. 
MPS is very excited with the progress made so far in the new unit, and is looking forward to the many ways the unit will be able to give back to the community in the new year.
NEW MEMBER FOR THE MORDEN POLICE SERVICE
November 1st, 2010
Cst. Dale Hiebert graduated from Recruit Class #150 at the Winnipeg Police Service Training Academy.   The ceremony took place Friday, October 22nd at the Church of the Rock in Winnipeg.  Dale started with the Morden Police Service in January 2010 and began his training in February.  We look forward to having Dale with us here in Morden.    This brings the Morden Police Service compliment to 11 Constables.
Robbery
October 25th, 2010
Morden Police Service is investigating another robbery.  The incident took place on the 21st of October at approximately 7:30pm.  A man and his 2 year old son where approached by a group of individuals demanding money.  The suspects produced a knife and made off with an undisclosed amount of cash.  No one was hurt in the incident.  Police are asking for the public’s assistance if they have any information relating to this incident or the previous robbery.  They are asked to call the Morden Police Service at 822-4900 or Crimestoppers at 1-800-222-8477.
Morden resident facing Charges
Morden Police Service has charged a 24 year old Morden resident Christopher Scott MARTIN with 6 counts of Break, Enter & Theft, 2 counts of Break, Enter & Theft of a Firearm, 1 count of Possession of a Weapon for a Dangerous Purpose, 1 count of Trafficking a Firearm, and 5 counts of Disquise with Intent.  The Break and Enters involved thefts of electronic items, money, alcohol and Firearms from businesses as well as residences.  These offences occurred in the Town of Morden, the RM of Thompson, the RM of Roland, the village of Roland and the Village of Lowe Farm.  MARTIN will be appearing in Morden Provincial Court Oct.26th, 2010. charges relating to incidents stemming back to 2007. 
Theft of Motor Vehicle
Morden Police are investigating the theft of a Motor Vehicle in Morden.  The vehicle was left parked on a street in Morden on the 22nd of October with the keys inside, last seen around 11:00pm.  The next day the owner returned for his vehicle but it was gone.  Police later found the vehicle parked in a field, at the northwest corner of Town.  Police are continuing their investigation.
Impaired Driver
Police report a very busy weekend with several calls for service.  On the 23rd of October just after 2:00am, police received a complaint of a possible impaired driver.  Police stopped the suspect vehicle after observing it driving down the centre of the street.  The driver produced samples of his breath registering readings of 110mg%.  The driver will be appearing in court in November.
Phone Scams
Police have also received a number of calls regarding a phone scam.  The caller claims to be a grandson and asks for money to help out or asks the money be sent to a lawyer.  Police are asking the public to ignore these requests, hang up and report it to police.
Lock your Vehicles
Another reminder to ensure you lock your vehicles and remove any valuables from inside.  Police are continuing to receive reports of vehicles being rummaged through and items stolen from within.  Police are also asking for assistance in reporting any suspicious persons or activity they may see.  We are always looking for assistance from the public and would rather be called about an incident and determine it is nothing, rather than finding out people did not take the time to call or felt it was not important.
ATTEMPTED ROBBERY IN MORDEN
October 20th, 2010

Morden Police Service is investigating a report of a robbery.  On the 16th of October at about 7:00pm, a victim notified police advising he was walking down a back alley when he was approached by a group of males.  One of the males demanded the victim’s wallet but when told he did not have one, the suspect stabbed the victim with a knife.  The 40 year old male victim was treated in hospital for his injuries and released. 
If anyone has any information about this incident, they are asked to call the Morden Police Service at 822-4900.
AND THE WINNER IS... PSD CHASE INTRODUCED
September 21st, 2010 


Morden Police Service is pleased to announce the winners of the naming contest for their new K9 dog.  “We were very impressed with the turnout of entries we received and the thought put into the names that were submitted.  It was great to see the kids get involved in helping us name the first police dog in Morden. The winning name chosen was Chase.  We had three entries with the name Chase and we felt it was important to acknowledge all three.  Cst. Adam Hiebert, who will be the main handler, had a big part in picking the name which is very important, since he will be spending the most time with her.”  Our three winners are: 
1. Alyssa Vandespiegle – Grade 2, Maple Leaf School
2. Kimberly Wiebe – Grade 5, Home School
3. Jonathan Nickel – Grade 3, Home School 
All three winners were presented with a picture of Chase along with their names engraved on a plaque as a keepsake.  They will also be spending an afternoon with Chase and Cst. Hiebert.  Thank you to everyone who entered our contest!

WEEKEND CHECKSTOP
September 20th, 2010
The Morden Police Service conducted a MPIC Roadwatch checkstop Saturday night in conjunction with the Winkler and Altona  Police Services.   Police checked over 500 vehicles. 
One person was charged with Driving Impaired, Driving over .08, as well as Possession of a Controlled Substance.  A 24 hour suspension was issued as a result of a driver registering a warning on the Roadside Screening Device.  One Person was charged for Driving while Suspended, five additional charges were laid under the Highway Traffic Act for various infractions, and one was charged for Having Liquor in a motor vehicle under the Liquor Control Act. 

NEW MEMBER FOR THE MORDEN POLICE SERVICE 



The newest  member of the Morden Police Service has arrived!  The 8 week old Belgian Malinois was brought home to Morden yesterday from the Winnipeg Police Service, but needs a name.  With that in mind,  Morden Police Service is holding a naming contest for their new k9 police dog.  Posters have been distributed to the various schools in Morden, grades k-8, where students can color a picture and submit their choice of a name for the dog.  This is an opportunity to get the students involved in naming the newest member and first police dog in Morden.  The winning name will be accepted and recognized by citizens of Morden for years to come.  Entries will be accepted until September 17th and the winner will be unveiled on September 20th.  The winner of the contest will have an opportunity to spend an afternoon with the police dog and its handler.  The coloring page can also be downloaded here ( Name the police dog contest).
STEADY CORN & APPLE FOR MORDEN POLICE 
September 4th, 2010
Morden Police Service reports another successful Corn & Apple, successful from the perspective that there were no major incidents to deal with during the Festival.  Police were kept busy with the usual calls for service and generated about 89 files over the 3 day event.   The break down of some of the incidents were: 
· 22 charged under the Liquor Control Act plus 3 for Consuming under the age of 18
· 5 arrested and lodged overnight under the Intoxicated Persons Detention Act
· 2 charged for Breach of Undertaking
· 2 charged for Impaired Driving and Driving over .08
· 1 report of Theft of Motor Vehicle
· 2 charged under the Highway Traffic Act
· 1 charge of Assault Police Officer, Resist Arrest and Remand into Custody
Although we got through Corn & Apple without any major incidents, Sunday evening was a different story.  At approximately 7:30pm Sunday, Morden Police Service was notified of a pursuit by Winkler Police Service attempting to stop a vehicle travelling westbound into Morden.  The vehicle had been reported as possibly stolen from the Lowe Farm area.  The vehicle entered Morden and continued west, attempting to evade police down side roads.  The vehicle eventually returned to Hwy.#3 and continued east back into Morden and through Town.  The vehicle was all over the road and at one point, came head on towards one of the police vehicles.  The vehicle was eventually stopped just east of Jordan Corner on Hwy#23, after ramming one of the police vehicles.  The 19 year old female resident of Lowe Farm was taken into custody and faces charges of Take Motor Vehicle without owner’s Consent, Flight from Police, Dangerous Operation of a Motor Vehicle, Impaired Driving, Drive over .08 and Assault with a Weapon.

MORDEN POLICE SERVICE TO ADD K-9 UNIT
August 25th, 2010 


Two members of Morden Police Service, Cst. Adam Hiebert and Sgt. Sean Aune, researched the feasibility and implementation of a joint K-9 Unit / CVSA (Commercial Vehicle Standards Association) Traffic Enforcement Unit. The results were presented to Council on August 23rd and Council resolved that Morden should have a joint K-9 Unit / CVSA Unit. The Morden Police Service will purchase a dual trained dog from the Winnipeg Police Service, who will also provide the K-9 and handler training. 
"The addition of a K-9 unit is another indication of the forward progress of our Police Service. We view the use of the dog to be another tool of the trade that will enable the service to provide for a safe and healthy community. It will provide additional strength to the department for numerous and often dangerous situations," said Councillor Maurice Butler. 
Council was given a full demonstration by the Winnipeg Police Service PSD Unit, showing how the dogs can be used and how well they are trained. They also brought along a group of eight Belgian Malinois puppies, one of which will become Morden Police Service's newest member in the near future. 
The duties of the K-9 /PSD Unit will be tracking, drug enforcement, traffic enforcement and safety inspections. Income generated from this unit will be kept within the unit to provide for the future sustainability of the unit.

Grant proposals outlining the duties and expenses associated for the creation of the unit were sent out to several corporations in the area. To date the following two generous grants have come in.
• Morden Community Thrift Shop $10,000.00
• Enbridge $10,000.00

NEW CONSTABLE FOR MORDEN POLICE SERVICE - CST DEVIN BELL
August 9th, 2010
The Morden Police Service is pleased to announce they have hired Cst. Devin Bell of Brandon, Manitoba.  Devin served as Constable for the Rivers Police Service from 2006-2008 and then Altona Police Service from 2008 until present. He graduated from the Winnipeg Police Service training academy in May 2007. 
Devin’s first day on the job was August 9th, 2010.  “We look forward to having Devin join our team and welcome him and his fiancé, Chevonne, to Morden. 


BREAK & ENTER AT MTS CONNECT STORE END TO A BUSY  WEEKEND FOR POLICE
August 9th, 2010

Morden Police Service responded to several calls for service over the weekend.  Many of the calls involved disturbances, assaults and noise complaints.  One impaired driver was arrested and charged as well.  Morden Police Service is investigating a Break, Enter & Theft to a business in Morden. 


At about 3:20am Sunday morning, police received a call from a resident reporting hearing glass smashing in the 100 block of 5th St. in Morden.  While responding, police also received an alarm call to the MTS Connect Centre at 180-5th Street.  The front window was smashed where culprits gained access to the store.  The suspect(s) made off with an electronic device before police arriving. If anyone has any information regarding this incident, they are asked to call the Morden Police Service at 822-4900. 

ARREST MADE IN BREAK AND ENTER
August 6th, 2010 

The Morden Police Service have laid charges on a Commercial Break and Enter that occurred in May of 2009 in Morden.  Amongst the items that were stolen from the business was a .32 Calibre handgun In February of this year, the stolen handgun turned up in Winnipeg and was recovered by members of the Winnipeg Police Service.  Members of the Morden Police Service were notified and continued their investigation leading to another suspect. Morden Police Service have charged 24 year old Christopher Scott MARTIN with numerous offences including: Break, Enter and Theft of a Firearm, Trafficking of Firearms, Unauthorized Possession of a firearm, and Possesion of Weapon for a Dangerous Purpose.  Martin will appear in Morden Provincial Court on September 14th. 

LAKE PATROL FINDS NUMEROUS OFFENCES
July 1st, 2010 

On Thursday July 1st, members of the Morden Police Service went out on Lake Minnewasta and conducted a boat patrol. Surprisingly we found a number of offences taking place. The main ones we found were failing to register boats and no Pleasure Craft Operators Card. We wrote out 7 warnings for various offences and 10 boats were checked. 

When you purchase a boat it must be registered just like when you purchase a car. This can be done at any Service Canada Office. One is located in Morden at 158 Stephen Street across from the Morden Police Serivce. You must carry your registration card on your boat to be available for inspection. Every operator of a water craft with a motor over 10 horsepower must have a Pleasure Craft Operator's Card. Fines for these two offences can be serveral hundread dollars. 

When towing a person on skis, wakeboard, or tube, the boat must have a spotter in addition to the driver. This includes jet skis towing people on a tube. A jet ski can only tow a person on a tube if it has three seats. one for the driver, spotter, and the person being towed. This can be a Criminal Code offence that can leave the offender with a criminal record. 

We were also checking for open liquor on boats. Drinking on a boat, on the lake is an offence and a person can be charged for having open liquor. A boat operator can also be arrested for operating a boat while impaired. 

The Morden Police Service will continue to do spot checks out on the water and also at the boat docks prior to launching your boat. 

MOTORCYCLE EQUIPMENT VIOLATIONS LEADS TO CRACK COCAINE ARREST
June 1st, 2010 

In the early morning hours of May 31st, Morden Police Service had opportunity to stop a motorcycle for an equipment infraction. As the motorcycle was being stopped, police noted the driver drop a small object off the bike. Police recovered the object believed to be a container with crack cocaine. Also seized, was a small quantity of marijuana. 

52 year old Gary J. Unrau of Morden is charged with 2 counts of Possession of a Controlled Substance. The estimated Street Value of the crack cocaine is $100.00. He was released on a Recognizance with Conditions, appearing back in court on June 22nd. 

MORDEN POLICE CARS GET NATIONAL RECOGNITION 

Over the past couple of months, Morden residents have been seeing a new look to its police cars. With the recent addition of a new vehicle, the Morden Police Service took the opportunity to update its cruiser car look. The new design had to fulfill a few criteria such as visibility and recognition as the Morden Police Service. Now there is a very prominent POLICE, underlined with MORDEN, across the sides of the vehicle paired with the service’s crest. In keeping with the traditional “black and white” police look, there is a curved black band underlined with a reflective gold, which has greatly increased the vehicles presence. 

Each and every year Blueline Magazine, which is Canada’s national law enforcement magazine, holds a “Best Dressed Police Car” contest. Morden entered this contest and its design was placed next to 23 other submissions. Through a process of votes at various national trade shows and a final decision by the Blueline editors, the Morden Police Service placed 3rd for the 2010 contest. 

To see the full article please visit http://blueline.ca/articles/canadas_best_dressed_police_vehicles/ 
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